Flying Together

CBSE, English, Class -V, Unit - 2
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A team work...

ENGAGE

Activity 1 - Initiating a discussion

The lesson is a story on how a group of birds
stay united and escape a trap by acting togeth-
er in a timely fashion. Hence I began the lesson
with a discussion on the day to day activities, |
asked them, “What are some of the things they
are asked to do on time by their parents and
teachers?” Students’ answers were on these lines.

Get up in the morning
Do the home work
Pack your school bag

[ gradually discussed what will happen when
we don’t do our work on time. The discussion
became very interesting and students respond-
ed with multiple answers. One response that
stood out was, “during a relay race, if one of us
fail to pass the baton on time, we might lose the
race. This helped me assess their
understanding on the importance of doing things

in a timely fashion.
Activity 2 - Introducing the comic book

The lesson was a long prose and it could be
overwhelming for the children. So I converted
it in the form of a short comic story with pic-
tures and dialogues to make it simpler, readable,
interesting and exciting for the children. I initial-
ly showed them just the pictures and asked them

to guess the story. They were very imaginative
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and built the story in their own language. Then I
helped them narrate their story in English.

They didn’t know the name of the bird in the
picture. [ usually teach new vocabulary by asking
them to draw the images. Students drew geese
and wrote its name. One student, who is good at
drawing took the initiative and the others then
followed her lead and colored the images. This
was a sign of peer learning.

Images of geese drawn by children

EXPLORE
Activity 1 - Reading the comic book

Then [ showed the comic story along with
sentences to make them read. To make it simple
for the students, I created dialogues in bubbles
and made them correlate it with what they had
imagined at the engage stage.
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Comic book made by children

This helped enthuse them to read and reduced

their anxiety in having to read a long prose.
Activity 2 - Guided Reading

Then I read the with given in the text and made
them link it what they read in the comic book.
They could easily understand the story and en-
joyed listening to it. They listened, read and re-
peated the folklore in chorus after me. We dis-
cussed the points that were there in the text but
was missing in the comic book.

A few students were struggling to read and
had to be given individual attention to make
them read. Even though children were attract-
ed by the comic strip, while narrating the story
they could not go beyond those sentences in
the bubbles and I had to help them narrate the
story. When the children started reading the
comic books, I was very thrilled as I achieved the
objective I set out with. Children read about 16
sentences. Reading the whole prose might not be
difficult for them now. Reading was an area the
children were struggling with, this effort helped
them and I intend to follow it in future too.
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Activity 3 - Reinforcing key vocabulary
through pictures.

Students wrote new words around the picture
in the work book

EXPLAIN

Activity 1 - Using ‘Wh'’ questions:

[ distributed picture cards of some other
stories and elicited the story from them by
asking ‘Wh’ questions.

E.g.: Where is the crow? Where is your house?
What happened then?

I encouraged them to converse in
English by providing them with clues. This made
it simpler for them to narrate the story. This
activity helped develop their communication and
narration skills. Later [ guided them to frame ‘Wh'’
questions and use them regularly in conversa-

tions.

Activity 2: Using ‘Wh’ questions for simple
conversation.

As an extension of the previous activity, [ used
real life scenarios to frame the ‘wh’ questions and
helped them with some simple examples. Some
of the questions I asked are as follows

What did you eat for breakfast?
When did you get up in the morning?
Where is your house?

Who is your best friend?

Why are you late for school?

Initially they struggled to answer the
questions. Their replies were all in one
word and they could not frame structured
sentences in English. So I helped them frame
answers.Thenlshowedthemachartthatexplained
whentouseaparticular word and thataided them
understand the usage of a particular word.
I also showed them a video that aided as a
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conversation starter. They start-
ed talking about what they saw in the
video using the same slang and I used that as an
opportunity to correct their pronunciation.

ELABORATE

Activity 1 - Teaching prepositions

[ used a box and ball to teach prepositions
by placing it in different ways. My children
also used the box and ball to use prepositions
and it was easier for them to understand. I was
happy thatevery child could involve in the activity.
To reinforce what they have learnt about
prepositions, [ drew a ‘preposition mountain’ on
board and made them draw and write in their
note book. I realized that using pictures creates
a stronger impression and it lasts longer in the
memory. [ also showed a video on preposition.

Conclusion: I usually ensure that children do
all the work in the class and do not carry much
work home. I spend sufficient time with my
children in class and that allows me to have more
discussions with them. [ wusually engage
children by doing role plays, masks or puppets
for a prose lesson to develop communication
skills. This time [ tried a different technique
and created a comic book. That proved to be an
interesting strategy to engage children and
remove their inhibitions towards English lan-
guage.

FA (b) 1. Drawing for Vocabulary

2. Comic books for conversation,
reading

3. Prepositions (learning by doing)
4. Picture comprehension
5. Role play using finger puppets

1.Worksheets

2.Preposition mountain
3.Questioning words

4.New words Note book exercises
5.Text book exercises

6.Sentence formation

7.Mind mapping

FA (a)

K. Adirai PST Kirumambakkam
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